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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-13 (cancelled) 

14. (currently amended) Th e m e thod of claim 13, furth e r comprising th e step of 
A method for optimizing data transmissions, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for routing priority for a transaction, the request being 
originated by a content provider; 

identifying a service level available to the content provider; 

determining a data transmission priority level to which the content 
provider is entitled, the data transmission priority level based upon, at least, the identified 
service level and the request for routing priority; 

identifying at least a first transmission path accessible by the content 
provider, wherein the first transmission path includes at least a first network device; 

enabling a priority data handling feature associated with the at least a first 
network device; and 

responsive to completion of the transaction associated with the received 
request, disabling the enabled priority data handling feature . 

retrieving a configuration record from a central repository of configuration 
records, the retrieved configuration record being unique to the at least a first network 
device and the retrieved configuration record including configuration information about 
the at least a first network device; and 
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altering the configuration record to include an indication that the priority 

data handling feature should be enabled on the at least a first network device. 



15. (original) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of: 

generating a device-specific command using the altered configuration 

record; 

wherein the generated device-specific command is for enabling the 
priority data handling feature associated with the at least a first network device. 

Claims 16-23 cancelled. 



24. (currently amended) A method for transferring data, the method comprising 
the steps o f Th e m e thod of claim 23, furth e r comprising th e st e p of : 
receiving a content transfer request; 

determining the transfer priority of the content associated with the content transfer 
request; 

identifying a path for transferring the content associated with the content transfer 
request, the identified path including a plurality of network devices: 

configuring at least a first of the plurality of network devices to assist in a content 
transfer corresponding to the content transfer request; 

responsive to the completion of the content transfer request, returning the at least 
a first of the plurality of network devices to a default setting; 
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generating device-specific commands for the at least a first of the plurality of 

network devices; 

wherein the generated device-specific commands are configured to enable a 
plurality of a priority data handling feature associated with the at least a first of the 
plurality network devices; 

retrieving a configuration record from a central repository of configuration 
records, the retrieved configuration record being unique to the at least a first network 
device and the retrieved configuration record including configuration information about 
the at least a first network device; and 

altering the configuration record to include an indication that at least a first device 
should be enabled to assist in providing the determined bandwidth. 

25. (original) The method of claim 24, further comprising the step of: 
generating a device-specific command using the altered configuration record; 
wherein the generated device-specific command is for configuring the identified 

at least a first network device. 

26. (original) The method of claim 24, further comprising the step of: 
altering the configuration record to include an indication that the at least a first 

device should be configured to disable the determined bandwidth. 

27. (original) The method of claim 24, further comprising the step of: 
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altering the configuration record to include an indication that at least a first device 
should be enabled to assist in providing the determined bandwidth altering the 
configuration record to include an indication that the priority data handling feature should 
be enabled on the at least a second network device. 

28. (original) The method of claim 27, further comprising the step of: 
generating a device-specific command using the altered configuration record; 
wherein the generated device-specific command is for enabling the priority data 

handling feature associated with the at least a second network device. 

29. (currently amended) A method for transferring data, the method comprising 
the steps of Th e m e thod of claim 23, furth e r comprising th e st e p of : 

receiving a content transfer request; 

determining the transfer priority of the content associated with the content transfer 
request; 

identifying a path for transferring the content associated with the content transfer 
request, the identified path including a plurality of network devices; 

configuring at least a first of the plurality of network devices to assist in a content 
transfer corresponding to the content transfer request; 

responsive to the completion of the content transfer request, returning the at least 
a first of the plurality of network devices to a default setting; 

generating device- specific commands for the at least a first of the plurality of 
network devices; 
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wherein the generated device-specific commands are configured to enable a 
plurality of a priority data handling feature associated with the at least a first of the 
plurality network devices; 

retrieving a configuration record from a central repository of configuration 
records, the retrieved configuration record being unique to the at least a first network 
device and the retrieved configuration record including configuration information about 
the at least a first network device: and 

altering the configuration record to include an indication that a priority data 
handling feature should be enabled at least on the a first network device. 

30. (original) The method of claim 29, further comprising the step of: 
generating a device-specific command using the altered configuration record; 
wherein the generated device-specific command is for configuring the identified 

at least a first network device. 

31. (original) The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of: 
altering the configuration record to include an indication that the at least a first 

device should be configured to disable the requested bandwidth. 

32. (original) The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of: 
generating device-specific commands for the at least a first network device; 
wherein the generated device-specific commands are configured to enable the at 

least a first network device to assist in providing the requested bandwidth. 
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Claims 33-34 (cancelled). 

35. (new) The method of claim 14, wherein the transaction is defined at least 
partially in terms of a timeframe. 

36. (new) The method of claim 14, wherein the transaction is defined at least 
partially in terms of a volume of data. 

37. (new) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of identifying at least a first 
transmission path comprises the step of: 

identifying at least a first router on that transmission path. 

38. (new) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of: 
generating device-specific commands for the at least a first network device; 
wherein the generated device-specific commands are configured to enable the 

priority data handling feature associated with the at least a first network device. 

39. (new) The method of claim 24, wherein the step of receiving the content 
transfer request comprises: 

receiving a content provider identifier and a data volume indicator. 
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40. (new) The method of claim 39, wherein the step of receiving the content 

transfer request further comprises: 

receiving a data priority indicator. 



41. (new) The method of claim 40, wherein the step of receiving the data priority 
indicator comprises: 

receiving a data type indicator. 

42. (new) The method of claim 41, wherein the step of determining the priority 
comprises the step of: 

determining the transfer priority based upon, at least, the data type indicator. 



43. (new) The method of claim 24, further comprising the step of: 
determining a bandwidth for transferring the content within the requirements of 
the determined transfer priority; wherein the generated device-specific commands are 
further configured to enable at least a first network device to assist in providing the 
determined bandwidth. 
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